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On Jan. 26, the Justice Ministry approved a proposal to privatize prison system services. Under the
privatization plan, the government federal or state are to continue general management activities
and provision of legal aid to low-income inmates. Private companies would take over construction,
maintenance, and daily operations. Prisoners number 120,000, confined to facilities originally
designed for 51,000 inmates. In order for the privatization scheme to become law, approval by the
national congress is required. [Basic data from Folha de Sao Paulo (Brazil), 01/28/92]
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